The cutting edge in esophageal physiology testing: equipment, uses, and analysis.
Advancements in foregut diagnostic technologies have led to improvements in the esophagologist's ability to accurately diagnose and classify esophageal pathophysiology and increased patient satisfaction and compliance in undergoing testing. The esophageal surgeon's ability to bring about a successful outcome is dependent on the proper application and interpretation of these diagnostic modalities. The ability to reliably and consistently differentiate foregut disorders from other potential contributors is an essential ingredient in assuring appropriate therapy and predicting success. The physician or surgeon treating esophageal disorders is well advised to keep abreast of ongoing advancements and to implement them into their diagnostic armamentarium.